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TIMELINE JS 
 

Background: 
 

• At St. Cloud State since July 2007, after almost 10 years at Case Western Reserve University 
in Cleveland, OH 

• St. Cloud State Archives founded in 1977 – I was the first professionally trained archivist hired 
• Not managed well for a long period of time before I arrived; limited online presence, mostly 

on Minnesota Reflections 
• My job has been to reawaken University Archives, including a concentrated online presence and 

content on Minnesota Reflections 
 
Timeline background: 

 
• Doing a wide variety of tasks while at Case Reserve, often run across interesting pieces of 

information. Began to record them, along with a citation. 
• Often asked for “significant” or “interesting” bits of information; we were able to provide them 

as random pieces of information 
• Information we found was fun, silly, irrelevant, anything we thought was interesting – primarily 

focused on people, buildings, and events 
 
Timeline at SCSU 

 
• I continued finding interesting bits of information for a published timeline at SCSU. Listing by 

date, I recorded the interesting bit, the date, and cited the source 
• Listed information in a Word document, which I converted to a PDF and put online – not much pizazz 

but functional 
• Knowing that there were software programs to display information on the web, I decided to see 

what might work 
• Why? With a small archives staff and IT overwhelmed with other activities, I had to find 

something – and do – myself 
 
Criteria 

 
What did I want to the software to do? 

 
• Showcase the material and information in University Archives 
• Appealing display 
• Be available and viewed on the web 
• Interactive 
• Easy to navigate, use, and read 
• Easy to build and update 
• Short and sweet 
• Low cost 
• Information would not be trapped 

  



Four possibilities: 
 

1. Straight HTML 
2. Dipity 
3. Omeka 
4. Timeline JS 

 
I believed that Timeline JS would fulfill all of criteria. I consulted with IT and they thought highly of the 
product. 

 
Timeline JS 

 
Timeline JS is found at http://timeline.knightlab.com 

 

St. Cloud State’s instance of Timeline JS:  

http://lrts.stcloudstate.edu/library/special/archives/exhibits/Timelines.a

sp 

Show the completed timeline and the features provided. These are: 
 

• Timeline at bottom that can be contracted 
• Timeline at bottom can be used to browse; can move from left to right 
• For each event on the timeline, the timeline at the bottom shows if it has an image or not 
• Scroll through each event, which features a date, headline, and short text, with an image if necessary 
• Can see the previous event and the upcoming event 
• Images have caption and a credit 

 
Timeline JS can be hosted locally or hosted in the “cloud.” Our version is hosted locally, thanks to the IT 

staff. So, how is this possible to create? 

Google Doc 
 
The software interacts with a Google Doc – simply fill out the form and publish the document (and linking it 
to a web space). It also allows sharing and collaboration, too. 

 
Template on Timeline JS site 

 
Explain each field and what it does with existing timeline Google Doc: 

 
1. Start Date 
2. End Date 
3. Headline 
4. Text 
5. Media 
6. Media credit 
7. Media caption 
8. Media thumbnail 
9. Type 
10. Tag 

  

http://timeline.knightlab.com/
http://lrts.stcloudstate.edu/library/special/archives/exhibits/Timelines.asp
http://lrts.stcloudstate.edu/library/special/archives/exhibits/Timelines.asp


Process 
 

• The text for the meat of the timeline were short and sweet – minimal rewriting 
• I had to create the headlines, as well as the media credit and captions 
• Changes to the Google Doc to the timeline are instant – just refresh the timeline and the edits/changes 

will appear 
• Used my personal webspace for the images – created low-res copies from TIFF masters, then resized 

them, I think to 500 pixels long edge maximum 
• Information could be exported out of Google Doc, so its not trapped anywhere 

 
Conclusion 

 
• Easy to use, update, and is visually appealing 
• Positive response from our audience 
• With a little work, it provided a dynamic and appealing way to educate users interested in St. Cloud 

State University 
• A success! 

 
HISTORY PIN 

 
Campus buildings are a popular topic and wanted to showcase and teach about them. Public outdoor art is 
another topic of high interest. I wanted a tool that could display the information. 
 
Criteria 
 
I had similar criteria as Timeline JS: 
 

• Showcase the material and information in University Archives 
• Appealing display 
• Be available and viewed on the web 
• Interactive 
• Easy to navigate, use, and read 
• Easy to build and update 
• Short and sweet 
• Low cost 
• Information would not be trapped 

 
Process 
 
Sign up for an account – connected to St. Cloud State University Archives’ gmail account. 
 
Search to see what others have done and what has been pinned in a specific geographic area, as well as search 
by specific user and search by project, tour, and collection. 
 
Pining something is easy. Fields include a title, description, and copyright. Fill in as much as you can or as 
little as you want. More information, the better. 
 
Pin images, video, and audio. 
 
If Google Maps has gone through the area you are interested in, a user can line up the image via street view, 
which allows a user to fade the historic in and out over a current view of a building. 
 



Easy and straight forward, an already built tool that can highlight buildings, artwork, and other areas for 
anything that can be pinned. 
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